The account of my day at Wembley – By Sam Keogh
When I saw that Reading were running a match report competition for Young Royals I immediately wanted to do it. Of the three games I had to choose from; Ipswich, Sheffield United and Barnsley, I decided to go with Barnsley. I just had a good feeling about it. So after watching the Royals slump to their seventh consecutive home game without a win, a disappointing and lifeless goalless draw, I sat at my computer the following day thinking I had made the wrong decision as I scanned over my keyboard, wondering where I was going to begin.

Now, here I am, six weeks later with that same feeling; “where am I going to begin?” But I can assure you I’m not still on that report, I did find a beginning, conjure up a middle and end, and, make the deadline. Just. No, six long, hectic and thrilling weeks later, I find my hands hovering above my computer keyboard again. After my recent VIP Media day out at Wembley for the Championship play off final, I was asked to write a report of the day and, after a few days of getting my feet back on the ground, I was well and truly asking myself; “Where, am I going to begin?!”
I suppose I should begin at when I found out I had won the national competition. It was just two days after Reading’s disappointment in the play off defeat to Burnley, a dream date at Wembley well and truly scratched off the calendar, before being put right back on. I had already won Reading’s competition two weeks back, and had my photo taken with Kingsley before the Birmingham game. Finding out I had won the national competition was something I could not describe. A great feeling of joy was first before a huge rush of excitement and nerves kicked in as I read what I had won.

After what felt like an age of waiting, the big day finally came. After stepping off the tube at Wembley Park and ascending the stairs to the main entrance, there it was. Wembley and the arch in all its glory. Our walk down Wembley Way was one of excitement and anxiety, soaking up the atmosphere. Upon arriving at the Football league admission desk the security guards were already waiting for us and promptly ushered us into the entrance as we waited for our guide for the day; Andy Dodd. While waiting, a woman on the desk, without giving away anything, said I was in for a fantastic day and that the other two had left “speechless.” It was at that point it all became real. I knew I had won a VIP day out and a behind the scenes tour of the stadium but now what else?!

After meeting with Andy Dodd we first made our way to the tunnel area, the walls covered in Coca Cola plaque boards with all the names of the football league clubs on. We then went into the home dressing room, being occupied by Burnley. All the kit was neatly laid out on the benches. Shirts, shorts, socks and boots were all there, including Robbie Blake’s lucky red pants! We then went round the pitch, taking in all the sights as workers scuttled round preparing electronics and other devices and making sure everything was in place. We then sat in both of the dugouts as Andy Dodd set me my first assignment; interviewing the two under 11’s community cup finalist managers. While he went two sort it out, I sat in the Sheffield United dug out and flicked to the Community cup page in the programme and got all the stats ready and planned what questions I was going to ask them. The interview went quite well I thought for a first attempt as I asked them how they prepared for the game as well as a few other unprepared, quick thinking ones. Andy then led us round Wembley, venturing through a maze of confusing corridors and stairwells as if it were the back of his hand. Through all the suites we went, one with a great view over Wembley Way, the steaming mass of fans making their way into the stadium below. After going back pitch side, another man, this time from sky came and took us on a tour of the TV setup. He took us to the Sky TV trailers, priced at £43 million each and filled with state of the art equipment, a good 20 workers all packed in, watching hundreds of monitors with just about every view of Wembley, flicking between different ones during coverage and controlling what you see on the TV at home. He then took us up to their TV studio where they were getting ready for coverage to start. I met Andy Gray’s brother as well as Nottingham Forest manager, Billy Davies, who let me hold the Play off final trophy!

After that hectic morning, we went into the media box for some lunch. While tucking into some Lamb Navarin, I looked over to the next table and who should be sat there but ITV’s The Championship presenter Matt Smith with pundit Robbie Earl, Commentator Jon Champion and Swansea City manager Roberto Martinez. After lunch I went down and had my picture taken on the pitch, a moment I will never forget.
Finding our seats in the press box everything seemed complete. A luxury red leather swivel chair and bench which had a small monitor on playing Sky’s coverage of the game as well as a brilliant atmosphere, awaiting what should be a fantastic game of football. 
The game itself was pretty good. Burnley deserved winners, taking the game 1-0 with a fantastic goal from Wade Elliot and the only team creating the clear cut chances. Jamie Ward was sent off for the Blades with two deliberate hand balls and his team mate Lee Hendrie was also given his marching orders after the final whistle for venting his anger at ref, Mike Dean. There were huge celebrations at the end and I watched as Burnley fans just a few metres in front of me went wild in delight, celebrating promotion before Burnley Captain, Stephen Caldwell, lifted the trophy.
But that wasn’t the end of my day, oh no. We then went down to view the press conference and watched a particularly dejected Sheffield United manager Kevin Blackwell give his half hearted views on the game and his future before the winning manager, Owen Coyle, high as a kite came in, toasting his Premier League promotion with a bottle of coke. Andy Dodd then had one last place to take us; the mixed area. This is where the other TV stations outside of Sky and the BBC were allowed to get to interview the players. I then interviewed Burnley manager, Owen Coyle, asking him what his initial reaction was at the final whistle was. We then left the stadium and started our walk back down a more deserted Wembley Way, with still a few more drunken and ecstatic Burnley fans perplexed by the process of promotion, floated light-headedly back towards the tube station. And us, feeling as though we had done it all, and truth to be told we had. Well, its not everyday you get a tour of Wembley on a match day, visit the changing rooms, sit in the dugouts, have your picture taken on the pitch, watch a game from the press box, view the press conference, meet Billy Davies, Matt Smith, hold the playoff final trophy and interview Owen Coyle now is it?
After getting on the train at Wembley Park we all flopped down on the seats with a sigh and made our way back to Paddington, and it was from there I realised my friend had tried to ring me about 20 times that day, and I decided it might be a good idea to call him back. “Finally!” He said when I rang him. “What did you do at Wembley?” 
“Well…” I answered; “Where am I going begin?” 
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